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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 
This Action is in response to applicant's amendment / arguments filed on September 12, 
2007. Claims 1-2, 4-19 are currently pending in the present application. This Action is made 
FINAL 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed September 12, 2007 have been fiilly considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

With regards to applicant's argument that Stille fails to the limitation, ''wherein the 
selecting a gateway node for the mobile station on the basis of the partner information comprises 
checking on the basis of the partner information whether a mobile station is in the home network, 
in a predefined partner network of the home network, or in a network outside them; selecting the 
gateway network node of the home network if the mobile station is in its home network; 
selecting the gateway network node of the home network if the mobile station is in a predefined 
partner network of the home network; and selecting the gateway network node of a visited 
network if the mobile station is outside its home network or predefined partner mobile networks 
of its home network," the examiner respectfully disagrees. First of all, taking the reasonable 
broadest interpretation, the claim only requires, "checking on the basis of the partner information 
whether a mobile station is in the home network, in a predefined partner network of the home 
network, or in a network outside them," (emphasis added). Therefore, if Stille satisfies one of 
these conditions, Stille rejects this limitation. Stille discloses this particular feature in paragraph 
27 when Stille teaches that the IMSI provides information that specifies that the MT2 is. not 
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visiting (i.e. in a predefined partner network), and the SGSN then has accessed information about 
which operator the MT2 is subscribed to and which home network the MT2 shall use. Second of 
all, Stille further discloses in paragraph 28 that if, however, an MT4 that is subscribed to an 
operator that is not one of the owners of the shared network (i.e. in a network outside them), the 
SGSN contacts a HLR of that MTs home network and uses the IMSI to find out that the MT4 is a 
visiting MT. It is further noted that in a conventional cellular network, one of the first 
procedures taken is determining the identity of the mobile station in order to properly provide 
service. Therefore, if it is determined that the mobile station is in its home network, the 
conventional cellular network proceeds as normal. 

Second of all, the claims are written such that if the examiner finds the first condition, 
(i.e. selecting the gateway network node of the home network if the mobile station is in a 
predefined partner network of the home network), the claim is properly rejected since the claim 
contains if statements. In other words, if the first condition is met, the procedure ends. Stille 
discloses this feature / condition in paragraph 30 when Stille teaches that two of the MTs: 2, 3 
are subscribed to operator A and operator B, respectively. The HLR:s 10, 1 1 are contacted and 
inform the SGSN 9 that the subscribers may use the APS:s 12, 13 that are chosen'. Therefore, 
Stille discloses the limitation, "selecting the gateway network node of the home network if the 
mobile station is in a predefined partner network of the home network." 

As a result, the claims are written such that they read upon the cited reference. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-2, 4-19 are rejected under 35 USC 102(e) as being anticipated by Stille et ah 
(US PGPUB 2002/0128028 Al, hereinafter Stille). 

Consider claim 1 (and similarly applied to claim 5, 15, 16, and 19). Stille discloses method 
for selecting a gateway network node for a mobile station served by a serving network node, in a 
system where at least two network operators share a radio network and the serving network node, 
the system comprising at least two gateway network nodes (abstract, figure 2, paragraphs 6, 7), 
the method comprising 

maintaining partner information about predefined partner networks, the partner 
information indicating that said network operators share the serving network node (figure 2, 
paragraphs 6-8, 21, read as route outgoing packets through the correct home network. In order 
for this to occur the information about the partner must be maintained. In addition, using 
information the shared radio network is utilized for determining which one of the shared radio 
network owners the visiting MT is going to be connected to(paragraph 12)); and 

selecting a gateway network node for the mobile station on the basis of the partner 
information (paragraph 1 1, read as routing outgoing packets through the correct home network. 
In addition, the SGSN 9 then uses the DNS 22 to find out which GGSN:s 16, 17, 18, 19 that may 
be used, and switches the MT:s 2, 3 to the correct GGSN:s, 16, 17, 18, 19, estabUshing PDP 
contexts (paragraph 30)), 
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wherein the selecting a gateway network node for the mobile station on the basis of the 
partner information comprises: checking on the basis of the partner information whether a 
mobile station is in the home network, in a predefined partner network of the home network, or 
in a network outside them; selecting the gateway network node of the home network if the 
mobile station is in its home network; selecting the gateway network node of the home network 
if the mobile station is in a predefined partner network of the home network; and selecting the 
gateway network node of a visited network if the mobile station is outside its home network or 
predefined partner mobile networks of its home network (paragraphs 27, 28, and 30, read as that 
the IMSI provides information that specifies that the MT2 is not visiting (i.e. in a predefined 
partner network), and the SGSN then has accessed information about which operator the MT2 is 
subscribed to and which home network the MT2 shall use. Stille further discloses that if, 
however, an MT4 that is subscribed to an operator that is not one of the owners of the shared 
network (i.e. in a network outside them), the SGSN contacts a HLR of that MTs home network 
and uses the IMSI to find out that the MT4 is a visiting MT. It is further noted that in a 
conventional cellular network, one of the first procedures taken is determining the identity of the 
mobile station in order to properly provide service. Therefore, if it is determined that the mobile 
station is in its home network, the conventional cellular network proceeds as normal. Moreover, 
Stille teaches that two of the MTs: 2, 3 are subscribed to operator A and operator B, respectively. 
The HLR:s 10, 1 1 are contacted and inform the SGSN 9 that the subscribers may use the APS:s 
12, 13 that are chosen). 
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Consider claim 2 and as applied to claim 1. Stille discloses wherein the partner 
information comprises direct or indirect indications of the network in which the mobile station is 
located, and of the home network of the mobile station (paragraph 28). 

Consider claim 4 and as applied to claim 1. Stille discloses wherein the selecting a 
gateway network node for the mobile station on the basis of the partner information comprises 
checking on the basis of the partner information whether the mobile station is in a network that is 
a predefined partner network of the one belonging to its home network operator; and selecting 
the gateway network node of a visited network if the mobile station is in a network that is a 
predefined partner network of the one belonging to its home network operator (paragraphs 28, 
30). 

Consider claim 6 and as applied to claim 5. Stille discloses wherein the partner 
information is maintained in the serving network node to indicate the networks sharing the 
serving network node (paragraphs 21, 22). 

Consider claim 7 and as applied to claim 6. Stille discloses wherein the serving 
network node is configured to compare the mobile network code/mobile country code of the 
mobile station, in connection with the context activation of the mobile station, with access point 
name operator identifiers stored for each network operator sharing the serving network node, 
said mobile network code/mobile country code indicating explicitly the home network of the 
mobile station and said access point name operator identifier indicating implicitly the partner 
information (paragraph 21). 
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Consider claim 8 and as applied to claim 5. Stille discloses wherein the serving 
network node is also configured to connect a mobile station located in a mobile network that is a 
predefined partner network of its home network to the gateway network node of the home 
network (paragraphs 27, 28). 

Consider claim 9 and as applied to claim 5. Stille discloses wherein the partner 
information is maintained in a subscriber register (paragraph 21). 

Consider claim 10 and as applied to claim 9. Stille discloses wherein the subscriber 
register is configured to check the partner information in connection with the location update of 
the mobile station; set the value of a "Visitor-PLMN address allowed"-flag to 'No' if the mobile 
station is in a predefined partner network of the home network; and indicate the value of the flag 
to the serving network node (paragraphs 21-27). 

Consider claim 11 and as applied to claim 5. Stille discloses wherein the serving 
network node is also configured to connect the mobile station located in a predefined partner 
network of its home network to the gateway network node of the home network (paragraph 28). 

Consider claim 12 and as applied to claim 5. Stille discloses wherein the subscriber 
register is configured to check the partner information in connection with the location update of 
the mobile station, the partner information comprising at least one network belonging to the 
home network operator; set value of the "Visitor-PLMN address allowed"-flag to 'Yes' if the 
mobile station is located in a network that is a predefined partner network of the one belonging 
to its home network operator; and indicate the value of the flag to the serving network node 
(paragraphs 21-27). 
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Consider claim 13 and as applied to claim 5. Stille discloses wherein the serving 
network node is also configured to connect the mobile station located in a predefined partner 
network of the one belonging to its home network operator to the gateway network node of the 
visited network on the basis of the partner information, the partner information comprising at 
least one network belonging to the home network operator (paragraph 28). 

Consider claim 14 and as applied to claim 9, Stille discloses wherein the subscriber 
register is configured to compare the mobile network code/mobile country code of the mobile 
station with access point name operator identifiers stored for each network operator sharing the 
network in connection with the location update of the mobile station; and indicate the result of 
the comparison to the serving network node (paragraph 21), 

Consider claim 17 and as applied to claim 16. Stille discloses further comprises a third 
routine for maintaining partner information (paragraphs 28, 30). 

Consider claim 18 and as applied to claim 16. Stille discloses wherein the network 
node is the serving general packet radio service support node of a general packet radio service 
network (paragraphs 21, 27). 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE iFINAL. Apphcant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS 
of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end 
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of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will 
expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 
1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any response to this Office Action should be faxed to (571) 273-8300 or mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to 

Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 

Alexandria, VA 223 14 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Christopher M. Brandt whose telephone number is (571) 270-1098. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30a.m. to 5p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nick Corsaro can be reached on (571) 272-7876. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appUcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800^786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist/customer service whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2600. 
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